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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today is December 7, 

2001. The time is 12:10 p.m. I'm Battalion Chief 

Robert Burns, the safety battalion, New York City 

Fire Department. 

I'm conducting an interview with Lieutenant 

Stanley Rybak in regards to the events on 

September 11, 2001. 

Q. If you could, Stan, just tell us in your own 
words what happened that day. 

A. Okay. I was sitting here in my office at 
hazmat operations, and I was listening to the 
department radio and heard that a plane had hit the 
World Trade Center. 

At the time, I didn't know what size of the 
plane it was, so I went inside to Chief Fanning to 
inform him, and I'm not sure what time it was, but the 
first plane had just hit. I went inside, told Chief 
Fanning, and within a minute or so, we both responded 
with his department vehicle to the trade center. 

Chief Fanning drove his vehicle, and I was 
the passenger. I had taken two handy-talkies from our 
operations. We went down FDR Drive to some place -- 
one of the streets -- I'm not sure which one it was -- 


and that street led us to Central Park. We made a left 
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on Fifth Avenue, drove down Fifth Avenue for some time, 
and I'm not sure at what time we -- probably 23rd 
Street, we might have turned to go towards the water to 
get towards the Westside Highway. 

We did see a flash, which we didn't know was 
the second -- at that time, we didn't know if that was 
the second plane hitting. We were probably on about 


23rd Street, crossing 23rd Street, when we saw the 


flash, and we had -- again, crossing 23rd Street, I saw 
the flash of the -- now I know was the second plane 
hitting. 

We were on Westside -- now on the Westside 


Highway headed south, and we made a turn onto Vesey 
Street and parked on the corner of -- on Vesey. 

We both got out of the car. Chief Fanning 
donned his bunker gear. He did not have breathing 
apparatus. I did not even have my bunker gear. Hasmet 
1 at the same -- simultaneously arrived, and I had gone 
to see how I could assist Hasmet 1 and seeing where 
they might be going. They had two officers on board 
with extra manpower, extra men. I wanted to see what 
they were doing. They were going to continue into the 
building to -- probably to the lobby command post. 


As I turned around, I did not know where 
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Chief Fanning had gone, and so I proceeded then to 

the -- what I thought was the original command post, 
but there was a -- I was out on the highway itself, and 
soon as I got there, I saw a lot of the chiefs setting 


up the command post. The command post, it was on, I 


guess, opposite 3 -- the American Express building. 
I know there was -- I jumped over some 
dividers, again, and I saw -- it was in the -- near the 


parking lot. There was a parking garage that went down 
into a building, and I had spoken to -- I saw Chief 
Ganci, the priest, about 20 -- 20 of the personnel, 
Chief Ingram. I asked what I could do to Chief Ingram, 
how I could help, and he had just informed me if I 
could possibly relay a message to the other units who 
were standing fast, that there was a possibility of -- 
they had heard a third plane coming in and to be aware 
of this. There might be a third plane coming, to tell 
the members just to watch out for any other kind of 
planes coming in. 

So I did that, and I felt I wasn't needed. I 
was going to go look for Chief Fanning now, and I left 
the site, that command post, and walked south down West 
Street. As I was walking south, I saw -- I actually 


passed Commissioner Von Essen. He was walking the 
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opposite way. 

I went and walked underneath the pedestrian 
bridge -- I guess that would be the north pedestrian 
bridge -- and made my way down to the corner of 
Liberty, and the corner of Liberty and West Street, and 
then that's where I heard -- as I was looking up, I was 
observing people drop from the windows, civilians, and 
then I heard a noise. 

I looked up from the corner where I was and 
saw the building, the “ inaudible tower, I guess it was 
the Tower 2 collapsing, the south tower collapsing. 

I turned around and ran diagonally looking 
for some shelter, and I found a -- ran towards the 
building that was the Dow Jones center. It's the 
building where it had a revolving door, that's all I 
know, and a regular pullout door. 

I chose to go up to the pullout door, and 
there was a lot of pressure on me, on the door. I 
could hardly open up the door. As I walked -- ran 
through another 5 or 10 feet, dove on the ground, and 
hit a -- what was a garden wall inside the middle of 
the lobby, and then the -- then everything just came 
right through. The dust and the explosion knocked the 


windows out, and so I was momentarily on the ground. 
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I had hit my head on the marble wall, so kind 
of a little dazed, and then the first words I heard, I 
heard someone, an officer from 217 engine, screaming 
for his men, "217, where are you? Where are you?" 

So I -- that was my former company, so I went 
over to the lieutenant. I told him who I was, and I 
said, "Who are you?" And he said, "Lieutenant 
McGoff." Tom McGoff was there. I said, "Tom, this is 
Stan. I don't know if you remember me, but I used to 
work over there." And he said, "I lost two guys." I 


said, "Who did you lose?" He said, "Steve Coakley and 


Levy." 

So we found our way out of that building to 
the -- I think that was the north side of the revolving 
doors on the -- on Liberty side, and we found our way 
out, and it was still -- it was still very dark, dusty, 


and then we just proceeded to get together and shake 


everything off and then started looking for the missing 


members. 

And then it just went on after that, and then 
it was -- as we were looking again, the next building 
came down, and we were on -- in front of the American 


Express building, headed, again, towards West Street. 


We were near the pedestrian bridge that did not go 
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down. I don't know which one that connected to, but we 
were looking for anybody else who could be found. 

I know there was a lot of missing members 
they were talking about, and then again we heard the 
building was coming down. We looked -- you know, I 
just felt it coming down and, again, we ran into the 
same building. 

That seemed to be -- as I hid behind a column 
on this one, it seemed to be a much hotter force going 
through, and again found our way out. We had to search 
our way out towards the waterside exit of the 
building. There are, I think, three different exits in 
that building, and that one went towards the Gateway 
Plaza, towards the water, and again, we just started at 
that time in trying to collect ourselves and go get 


whatever kind of medical attention we needed. 


A lot of guys with eyes were -- you couldn't 
see and breathing and because we had no -- like I said, 
no apparatus, so -- and that was it after the second 


building collapsed, and then we just continued on 
searching, and that's about it. 
BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay. Thanks, Stan. 
That's the conclusion of our interview. It's 


12:18 p.m. 


